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8.4. A clear window or glazed door opening,
not less than 5 square feet (0.46 m2) in
area, shall be provided at each exit access
door to determine if there are occupants
using the outdoor area.

8.5. A readily visible, durable sign shall be
posted on the interior side on or adjacent to
each locked required exit access door serv-
ing the exterior area stating, "THIS DOOR
TO REMAIN UNLOCKED WHEN THE
OUTDOOR AREA IS OCCUPIED." The
letters on the sign shall be not less than 1
inch (25.4 mm) high on a contrasting
background.

8.6. The occupant load of the occupied exte-
rior area shall not exceed 300 occupants in
accordance with Section 1004.

9. Locking devices are permitted on doors to balco-
nies, decks or other exterior spaces serving
individual dwelling or sleeping units.

10. Locking devices are permitted on doors to balco-
nies, decks or other exterior spaces of 250 square
feet (23.23 m2) or less serving a private office
space.

1010.2.5 Bolt locks. Manually operated flush bolts or
surface bolts are not permitted.

Exceptions:
1. On doors not required for egress in individual

dwelling units or sleeping units.
2. Where a pair of doors serves a storage or

equipment room, manually operated edge- or
surface-mounted bolts are permitted on the
inactive leaf.

3. Where a pair of doors serves an occupant load
of less than 50 persons in a Group B, F or S
occupancy, manually operated edge- or
surface-mounted bolts are permitted on the
inactive leaf. The inactive leaf shall not contain
doorknobs, panic bars or similar operating
hardware.

4. Where a pair of doors serves a Group B, F or S
occupancy, manually operated edge- or
surface-mounted bolts are permitted on the
inactive leaf provided that such inactive leaf is
not needed to meet egress capacity require-
ments and the building is equipped throughout
with an automatic sprinkler system in accor-
dance with Section 903.3.1.1. The inactive leaf
shall not contain doorknobs, panic bars or
similar operating hardware.

5. Where a pair of doors serves patient care rooms
in Group I-2 occupancies, self-latching edge-
or surface-mounted bolts are permitted on the
inactive leaf provided that the inactive leaf is
not needed to meet egress capacity require-
ments and the inactive leaf shall not contain

doorknobs, panic bars or similar operating
hardware.

1010.2.6 Closet doors. Closet doors that latch in the
closed position shall be openable from inside the closet.
1010.2.7 Stairway doors. Interior stairway means of
egress doors shall be openable from both sides without
the use of a key or special knowledge or effort.

Exceptions:
1. Stairway discharge doors shall be openable

from the egress side and shall only be locked
from the opposite side.

2. This section shall not apply to doors arranged
in accordance with Section 403.5.3.

3. Stairway exit doors are permitted to be locked
from the side opposite the egress side, provided
that they are openable from the egress side and
capable of being unlocked simultaneously
without unlatching upon a signal from the fire
command center, if present, or a signal by
emergency personnel from a single location
inside the main entrance to the building.

4. Stairway exit doors shall be openable from the
egress side and shall only be locked from the
opposite side in Group B, F, M and S occupan-
cies where the only interior access to the tenant
space is from a single exit stairway where
permitted in Section 1006.3.4.

5. Stairway exit doors shall be openable from the
egress side and shall only be locked from the
opposite side in Group R-2 occupancies where
the only interior access to the dwelling unit is
from a single exit stairway where permitted in
Section 1006.3.4.

1010.2.8 Locking arrangements in educational occu-
pancies. In Group E occupancies, Group B educational
occupancies and Group I-4 occupancies, egress doors
from classrooms, offices and other occupied rooms with
locking arrangements designed to keep intruders from
entering the room shall comply with all of the following
conditions:

1. The door shall be capable of being unlocked from
outside the room with a key or other approved
means.

2. The door shall be openable from within the room
in accordance with Section 1010.2.

3. Modifications shall not be made to listed panic
hardware, fire door hardware or door closers.

4. Modifications to fire door assemblies shall be in
accordance with NFPA 80.

Remote locking or unlocking of doors from an
approved location shall be permitted in addition to the
unlocking operation in Item 1.
1010.2.9 Panic and fire exit hardware. Swinging doors
serving a Group H occupancy and swinging doors serving
rooms or spaces with an occupant load of 50 or more in a

10-16

Copyrighted material licensed to Allegion, PLC by Clarivate Analytics (US) LLC, subscriptions.techstreet.com, downloaded on 2020-12-08 02:58:38 +0000 by  Lori Greene.
 No further reproduction or distribution is permitted.

lagreene
Highlight
1010.2.7 Stairway doors. Interior stairway means of
egress doors shall be openable from both sides without
the use of a key or special knowledge or effort.
Exceptions:
1. Stairway discharge doors shall be openable
from the egress side and shall only be locked
from the opposite side.
2. This section shall not apply to doors arranged
in accordance with Section 403.5.3.
3. Stairway exit doors are permitted to be locked
from the side opposite the egress side, provided
that they are openable from the egress side and
capable of being unlocked simultaneously
without unlatching upon a signal from the fire
command center, if present, or a signal by
emergency personnel from a single location
inside the main entrance to the building.
4. Stairway exit doors shall be openable from the
egress side and shall only be locked from the
opposite side in Group B, F, M and S occupan-cies
where the only interior access to the tenant
space is from a single exit stairway where
permitted in Section 1006.3.4.
5. Stairway exit doors shall be openable from the
egress side and shall only be locked from the
opposite side in Group R-2 occupancies where
the only interior access to the dwelling unit is
from a single exit stairway where permitted in
Section 1006.3.4.



SPECIAL DETAILED REQUIREMENTS BASED ON OCCUPANCY AND USE

2021 INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE®

stairways shall comply with this section. Interlocking or
scissor stairways shall be counted as one interior exit
stairway.
403.5.2 Additional interior exit stairway. For buildings
other than Group R-2 and their ancillary spaces that are
more than 420 feet (128 m) in building height, one addi-
tional interior exit stairway meeting the requirements of
Sections 1011 and 1023 shall be provided in addition to
the minimum number of exits required by Section 1006.3.
The total capacity of any combination of remaining inte-
rior exit stairways with one interior exit stairway
removed shall be not less than the total capacity required
by Section 1005.1. Scissor stairways shall not be consid-
ered the additional interior exit stairway required by this
section.

Exceptions:
1. An additional interior exit stairway shall not be

required to be installed in buildings having
elevators used for occupant self-evacuation in
accordance with Section 3008.

2. An additional interior exit stairway shall not be
required for other portions of the building
where the highest occupiable floor level in
those areas is less than 420 feet (128 m) in
building height.

403.5.3 Stairway door operation. Stairway doors other
than the exit discharge doors shall be permitted to be
locked from the stairway side. Stairway doors that are
locked from the stairway side shall be capable of being
unlocked simultaneously without unlatching upon a
signal from the fire command center.

403.5.3.1 Stairway communication system. A tele-
phone or other two-way communications system
connected to an approved constantly attended station
shall be provided at not less than every fifth floor in
each stairway where the doors to the stairway are
locked.

403.5.4 Smokeproof enclosures. Every required interior
exit stairway serving floors more than 75 feet (22 860
mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle
access shall be a smokeproof enclosure in accordance
with Sections 909.20 and 1023.12.
403.5.5 Luminous egress path markings. Luminous
egress path markings shall be provided in accordance
with Section 1025.

403.6 Elevators. Elevator installation and operation in high-
rise buildings shall comply with Chapter 30 and Sections
403.6.1 and 403.6.2.

403.6.1 Fire service access elevator. In buildings with an
occupied floor more than 120 feet (36 576 mm) above the
lowest level of fire department vehicle access, not fewer
than two fire service access elevators, or all elevators,
whichever is less, shall be provided in accordance with
Section 3007. Each fire service access elevator shall have
a capacity of not less than 3,500 pounds (1588 kg) and
shall comply with Section 3002.4.

403.6.2 Occupant evacuation elevators. Where installed
in accordance with Section 3008, passenger elevators for
general public use shall be permitted to be used for occu-
pant self-evacuation.

SECTION 404
ATRIUMS

404.1 General. The provisions of Sections 404.1 through
404.11 shall apply to buildings containing atriums. Atriums
are not permitted in buildings or structures classified as
Group H.

Exception: Vertical openings that comply with Sections
712.1.1 through 712.1.3, and Sections 712.1.9 through
712.1.14.

404.2 Use. The floor of the atrium shall not be used for other
than low fire hazard uses and only approved materials and
decorations in accordance with the International Fire Code
shall be used in the atrium space.

Exception: The atrium floor area is permitted to be used
for any approved use where the individual space is
provided with an automatic sprinkler system in accor-
dance with Section 903.3.1.1.

[F] 404.3 Automatic sprinkler protection. An approved
automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout the
entire building.

Exceptions:
1. That area of a building adjacent to or above the

atrium need not be sprinklered provided that
portion of the building is separated from the
atrium portion by not less than 2-hour fire barri-
ers constructed in accordance with Section 707 or
horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance
with Section 711, or both.

2. Where the ceiling of the atrium is more than 55
feet (16 764 mm) above the floor, sprinkler
protection at the ceiling of the atrium is not
required.

[F] 404.4 Fire alarm system. A fire alarm system shall be
provided in accordance with Section 907.2.14.
404.5 Smoke control. A smoke control system shall be
installed in accordance with Section 909.

Exceptions:
1. In other than Group I-2, and Group I-1, Condition

2, smoke control is not required for atriums that
connect only two stories.

2. A smoke control system is not required for atri-
ums connecting more than two stories when all of
the following are met:

2.1. Only the two lowest stories shall be
permitted to be open to the atrium.

2.2. All stories above the lowest two stories
shall be separated from the atrium in
accordance with the provisions for a shaft
in Section 713.4.


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403.5.3 Stairway door operation. Stairway doors other
than the exit discharge doors shall be permitted to be
locked from the stairway side. Stairway doors that are
locked from the stairway side shall be capable of being
unlocked simultaneously without unlatching upon a
signal from the fire command center.
403.5.3.1 Stairway communication system. A tele-phone
or other two-way communications system
connected to an approved constantly attended station
shall be provided at not less than every fifth floor in
each stairway where the doors to the stairway are
locked.


