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2015 International Building Code
Revise as follows:

1010.1.9.11 Stairway doors.  Interior stairwaymeans of egress doors shall be openable from both sides without the use of a key or
special knowledge or effort.

Exceptions:

1. Stairway discharge doors shall be openable from the egress side and shall only be locked from the
opposite side.

2. This section shall not apply to doors arranged in accordance with Section 403.5.3.
3. In stairways serving not more than four stories,Stairway exit doors are permitted to be locked from the

side opposite the egress side, provided they are openable from the egress side and capable of being
unlocked simultaneously without unlatching upon a signal from the fire command center , if present, or
a signal by emergency personnel from a single location inside the main entrance to the building.

4. Stairway exit doors shall be openable from the egress side and shall only be locked from the opposite
side in Group B, F, M and S occupancies where the only interior access to the tenant space is from a
single exit stairway where permitted in Section 1006.3.2.

5. Stairway exit doors shall be openable from the egress side and shall only be locked from the opposite
side in Group R-2 occupancies where the only interior access to the dwelling unit is from a single exit
stairway where permitted in Section 1006.3.2.

Reason: As currently written, the 2015 IBC allows stairway doors to be locked from the side opposite egress on stories one through four in Exception 3 of
Section 1010.1.9.11 and in high rise buildings (typically seven stories and higher) in Section 403.5.3.  By deleting the limitation on the the number of stories in
this section, stair doors on the fifth and sixth stories would be allowed to be locked from the non-egress side consistent with doors on all other floors.  

Cost Impact: Will not increase the cost of construction
This proposal will have no impact on the cost of construction. 
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