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MEMORANDUM

October 2, 2014
To: 

All OSFM Staff,  All Local Fire Marshals and Code Officials, Maryland State 









Department of Education, Maryland Center for School Security

From:

Brian S Geraci, Maryland State Fire Marshal

Subject:
Classroom Security for Existing Educational (Grades K-12) and Day Care Facilities 

The Adopted Codes are designed to safeguard life and property from the Hazards of Fire, Disaster and Panic caused by various events.  They are shaped by Historic Fires and other Incidents and incorporate redundant features that provide for very specific Locking Arrangements. Both the Life Safety Code and the International Building Code provide for specific means of locking doors and the mechanisms to release those locking devices.  

In the last several months the issue on securing classroom doors in existing Educational (Grades K-12) and Day Care Facilities has been at the fore front of many of our discussions within the State. Based on those discussions and attending meetings and conferences on the topic, I have come to the conclusion that compliance with the current Fire Code is achievable, while still providing the necessary security to keep children and staff safe in a defend-in-place situation occurring within a Facility.

The use of a Mortise Lock with a thumb latch on the interior (classroom) side of the door, keyed access on the corridor side and a single function to release the locking mechanism and the door latch will be the only Approved Device within an existing Educational and Day Care Facility. All locks shall be keyed alike and responsible school staff shall have keys available at all times. Keys will also be required to be placed in Knox Boxes and or Key Boxes that are currently located on the exterior of the Facility.

Locking Devices shall be engaged within the classroom by Teachers only when faced with Defend-in-Place situations. Vision panels located within doors or next to corridor doors should be covered at the same time the locking mechanism is engaged so intruders cannot look into the room.    

The Mortise Lock and associated hardware shall not void the door listing. Installation and modifications to labeled doors located in a Fire Rated Corridor Wall shall be performed in accordance with the Authorized door Manufacture’s recommendations. The height of the Mortise Lock assembly above the finished floor shall be in compliance with the Life Safety Code.

With regards to rooms that have an Occupant Capacity of 50 or more persons, Fire Code conforming locking and latching hardware will be required. This hardware which currently exists, allows the doors to be locked from the inside preventing access into the rooms and provides for a single function to unlock and unlatch the door, allowing for egress from the room.    

An Operational Procedure that addresses Defend-in-Place requirements shall be coordinated with the Emergency Egress Drills required for Fire Emergencies. Such procedures shall clearly differentiate between required Evacuation of the Facility due to Fire and the Defend-in-Place requirements for other emergencies. Drills shall be held with sufficient frequency to familiarize occupants with the drill requirements. All building occupants including support staff, administrators, teachers and students shall participate in all drills.  

The Executive Director for the Maryland Center for School Security has reviewed this Memorandum and concurs with the findings. Local Public and Private school systems or Day Care operations can send any proposed modifications or special installations that do not comply with the Adopted Codes or the provisions outlined in this Memorandum to the Authority having jurisdiction for review. 

All appeal processes will be conducted and administered in accordance with the provisions as outlined in Public Safety Article, Title 6, of the Maryland Code. 

Should you have any further questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate in contacting Chief Fire Protection Engineer Larry A. Iseminger at 410-653-8980.        

